BAN TRY PIER. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 23 March 186 6 -,— for, 



COPY “ of all Correspondence between the Commissioners of Public 
Works in Ireland and the Ratepayers of Bantry, in the County of 
Cork, upon the subject of a Pier proposed to be erected in that Harbour.” 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
11 April 1866. 



} 



E. HORNSBY, 

Secretary. 



( M r. George Bai'ry.) 



Ordered , by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

23 April 1S66. 
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COPY of all Correspondence between the Commissioners of Public Works 
in Ireland, and the Ratepayers of Bantry, in the County of Cork , upon 
the subject of a Pier proposed to be erected in that Harbour. 



Mr. Young to the Commissioners of Public Works. 

_ Sirs -- Bantry Mills, 13 July 1861. 

I beg to call your attention to the following, — 

In the harbour of Bantry the want of a landing place is very much felt by 
the inhabitants, as no vessel can come near the shore when blowing strong from 
north-west and north-east. 

I understand the late Captain Wolfe pointed out a site for a pier in his report. 
A good one can easily be got, and now beg to ask your advice what steps are 
necessary that so desirable an object may be attained through your assistance. 

I am a large importer of foreign grain, and others in the timber trade, who 
are all put to great trouble and expense beside the great danger of discharging 
afloat. 

A pier would soon pay, as no harbour dues are paid such as in other ports. 

All through the County Kerry piers are built by your Board, and it seems 
strange that in one of the finest natural harbours in the world to this time 
should be left without a landing-place. 

Hoping it will no longer be left, but that your Honourable Board will take 
the matter into consideration and provide that accommodation so much desired 
by all. 

And am, & c. 

(signed) William Young, jun. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to M r. Young. 

Office of Public W orks, Dublin, 

Sir, 20 July 1861. 

In reply to your letter of the 13th instant, relative to the want of a pier in 
Bantry Harbour, I am directed to state that the Board can only grant money, 
with Treasury sanction, in aid of the construction of piers on the sea coast, on 
its being shown to them that such pierwould.be useful for the encouragement 
of the sea fisheries of the coast of Ireland. Before, therefore, the Board can 
further consider the matter the promoters should give a full statement of the 
objects the pier is to serve, the site in which it is proposed to be placed, a plan 
of the work and adjacent sea coast, an estimate of the cost, and a statement of 
how much the. proprietors and parties interested, or the county, would be pre- 
pared to contribute. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, &c. RELATING TO 



To the Commissioners for the execution of an Act passed in the Ninth Year of the 
Reign of Her present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act to encourage the Sea 
Fisheries of Ireland, by promoting and aiding with Grants of Public Money 
the Constructions of Piers, Harbours, and other Works.” 

The Memorial of the undersigned states — 

That your Memorialists are the proprietors or occupiers of the lands of 
Seafield, Reemone, Beach, and the town lots of Bantry, and different other lands 
in the barony of Bantry, in the county of Cork. 

That said lands are in a district adjacent to the sea coast, between the bounds 
of West Carbery and the barony of Bere. 

That it will be of great advantage to the district in which said lands are 
situate, and tend to the encouragement and promotion of the sea fisheries, to erect 
a pier in Bantry Bay, about a quarter of a mile to the west of the town of Bantry, 
as shown on the plans herewith sent. 

Your Memorialists, therefore, pray that the said district may be examined, 
and that the aforesaid work, or such other work, in lieu thereof, as the said 
Commissioners shall deem fit, may be executed under the said Act ; your Me- 
morialists hereby undertaking (in the event of the works herein applied for, as 
aforesaid, or other works in lieu thereof, not being duly approved of or proceeded 
with by the said Commissioners) to defray the expenses of such preliminary 
survey and examination as the said Commissioners may think requisite. 

Dated at Bantry this 20th day of November 1862. 

(signed) Bantry. 

J. TV. Payne, j.p. 

George Sheehan, p. p. 

Wm. Young. 

William F. Tisdall. 

Richd. Roanson. 

John JS. Barrett, j. p. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Forsyth. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

28 November 1862. 

Reference Form 6.— Memorial from Lord Bantry and others. Construction 
of a fishing pier at Bantry. Four enclosures 17,335, 20th November 1862. 

Mr. Forsyth to examine and report on the locality as regards the facilities of 
constructing a pier as desired; the extent and probable cost of the work 
necessary to meet the requirements of the case. 

By Order, 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Barry. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, 28 November 1862. 

The Board have received a memorial for the erection of a pier in Bantry Bay, 
about a quarter of a mile to the west of the town of Bantry, and they request that 
you will inform them on the extent and nature of the fishery which would be 
accommodated and benefited by the construction of a pier at the place referred 
to. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




A PROPOSED NEW PIER AT BANTRY. 



5 



Mr. Barry to Secretary of Commissioners of Public Works. 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, 2 December 1862. 

In answer to your letter of the 28th ultimo, forwarded to me to Dungarvan 
after I had left it, and only received this day, I beg to state that I am well 
acquainted with the locality in which it is sought to have this pier erected ; the 
subject has been under discussion for a great many years, 1 think over 30, and 
I have at all times considered it a most desirable object for the general interests 
of the fishing and trading communities of Bantry and Berehaven. 



The last return from the Coastguard Department for the Bantry district is — 



7 First class boats 
232 Second class boats 



28 men. 
1,053 men. 



For Castletown Berehaven — 

5 First class boats 
402 Second class boats - 

Total for both districts — 

12 First class 
634 Second class - 



22 men. 

- 2,232 men, 357 boys. 



50 men. 

- 3,285 men and 357 boys. 



I consider the two districts deeply interested in this project, because the town 
of Bantry is the chief and most important mart for the sale of fish for both 
places, as well as for the general trade of the whole Bay. 

The fishery of both districts has, as in many other cases, greatly declined. It 
was once the most important in the South of Ireland, but the herrings and 
pilchards have, for some years, not visited those shores in the same quantities 
that they used ; however, there have been some recent indications of an increase, 
and I know of nothing that would be more calculated to revive the spirit of 
industry than the proposed pier. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) J. Redmond Barry. 



Mr. Forsyth to Commissioners of Public Works. 

Piers and Harbours, 9 Viet., c. 3, &c. 

Report to the Board of Public Works on the proposed new Pier at Bantry , in 
the County of Cork. 

The town of Bantry is situated near the south-eastern extremity of Bantry 
Bay, and the small harbour at the town is a natural indentation or creek, shel- 
tered on the north by a projecting point of Rinrour. The quays are of con- 
siderable length, and” built along the southern shore; but the bottom of the 
harbour being several feet above the level of low water, they can only be used 
generally by the smaller sized fishing craft ; the larger sized trawlers can only 
approach for a short time near high water. 

The rise of the tides during springs is 12 feet, and at neaps about eight feet ; 
but in strong westerly and southerly winds the rise is much greater, and the 
water covers the quays and does much injury. It is reported that the depth 
along the quays is about from three to four feet less than it was formerly, and 
that this reduction of the depth has been caused, in a great measure, by an 
accumulation of sand, it being customary to deposit large quantities on the wharf 
at a particular season for agricultural purposes, and considerable quantities have, 
from time to time, been washed into the harbour by these extraordinary nses of 
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CORRESPONDENCE, &c. RELATING TO 



the tides. No doubt the sewerage of the town, which is discharged into the 
harbour, aids very importantly also in filling it up, as it is reported that there is 
a great lack of attention to keeping it properly cleansed. 

The prevailing winds being from the southward and westward, the harbour is 
very imperfectly sheltered ; for although there is no great range between it and 
Whiddy Island, by which it is sheltered, it is neither safe nor convenient for 
trawlers and coasters trading to the port. These important drawbacks on the 
utility of the harbour render it most desirable that great improvements should 
be made in the accommodation provided for the very important fishery in the 
Bay, for if it is to be extensively and profitably prosecuted, effectual shelter in 
stormy weather, and proper convenience in landing the fisli for transport to 
market, must necessarily be afforded. 

It is therefore proposed to build a new pier from the southern shore in a 
northerly direction, about 200 yards to the westward of the extremity of the 
present quays, so as to obtain a greater depth of water than can he obtained at 
the present quays ; to cover the harbour from the effects of storms from the 
southward and westward, and to afford ample facilities for the large class of 
trawlers to come alongside at all times, except for an hour or two near low 
water of spring tides. 

The forms and dimensions of the proposed pier are shown on the annexed 
diagram, plan, and sections, which do not differ materially from those sub- 
mitted to the Board by the parties interested. The total length of the pier on 
the inner face is 400 feet : the breadth of the wharf is 30 feet, with mooring 
posts and rings, and a parapet, five feet high, for shelter and as a look out in 
stormy weather; and two flights of steps or stairs for access to small boats at 
low water. The depth of water at the end of the pier at low water of spring tides 
would be from four to five feet. 

The harbour being situated on the old red sandstone, there is abundance of 
excellent materials procurable. The beds of stone are not of great thickness, but 
by a judicious arrangement of the courses excellent work may be made. The 
foundations of the portion of the pier which extends beyond the low-water mark, 
would not present any great difficulty, as abundance of large flat-bedded stones 
can be procured suitable for being set in a reticulated form, and of sufficient 
height to rise above low-water of spring tides, so as to admit of being levelled off 
to receive the first horizontal courses. The quarry is about a statute mile dis- 
tant from the proposed site of the pier, and the road therefrom passes through 
the town, so that the advantages of a tramroad for the transport of the materials 
cannot be made available. It is, however, reported that there would be no 
difficulty in procuring a sufficient number of ordinary horses and carts at a 
moderate rate. There are some protruding points of rock near the proposed site 
of the pier, which must he blasted off to the level of the bottom. 

Should the proposed pier be built, it would not only be of great advantage to 
the town and neighbourhood, but to the fishery of the entire bay, which f am 
informed would be one of the most productive in the country if properly de- 
veloped, as Bantry is the place at which the produce of the fishery is 
collected for transport to market. Notwithstanding the great cost of carriage I 
am informed that even now, quantities of the more valuable kinds of fish are 
sent by coach and rail to market. The extension of railways in the southern 
portion of the county of Cork, opens up the almost- certain prospect of a branch 
line, to connect Bantry with the extension of the Cork and Bandon Railway to 
Skibhereen, which will give an unprecedented impetus to this fishery, and to 
trade in general. In addition to that, a suitable steamer plving- regularly be- 
tween Bantry and Castletowu, Berehaven, would bring the whole of°this noble 
Bay into immediate connection with the great centres of commerce. 

Having made inquiries relative to the cost of materials and labour, 1 have 
calculated an estimate of the probable cost of the work, which I have annexed 
for the consideration of the Board. 

Office of Public Works, (signed) William Forsyth , c.e. 

Dublin. 27 May 1863. 
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A PROPOSED NEW PIER AT BANTRY. 

Estimate of the Cost of consti-usting a New Pier at Bantry, County Cork, according to 
the annexed Plan and Sections. 



— 


Quantity. 


Hammer-dressed .Ashler work in the facing of 
the walls and in the parapet. 


' | 

Cubic feet. \ 
43,805 


Rubble masonry in the backing of the walls 


Cubic yards, j 
•2,530 j 


Hammer-dressed pavement in surface of wharf - 


Superficiulyatds.^ 

1,213 


Cutstone work in coping of wharf and parapet 
walls. 


Cubic feet, j 

2,800 


Rubble stone tilling between walls of the pier 


Tons. j 

9,450 


Stairs, mooring posts, and mooring rings - 


’ ' • 1 


Contingencies, superintendence, &c. 10 1 . per cent 




Office of Public Works, Dublin, 


(signed) 



- 10 1,804 7 o 

8 6 ; 1,075 5 - 

I 

* " I 242 12 - 



4,168 4 6 

416 17 - 

•£. ! 4,585 1 6 



(signed) William Forsyth, c.e. 



The pier as proposed by me is only about 50 feet longer than the plan pro- 
posed by the parties themselves; and anything less will not, in my opinion fully 

answer the purpose ot accommodating the large trawlers. * ’ J 

A shorter pier might be built for the present, say to the angle, or 300 feet 
long, at a reduction of one-fourth of the estimate ; but an inspection of the sur- 
vey will show that the pier would not then cover the harbour, and would other- 
wise afford but very small accommodation. 

If quayage for the small fishing craft only was required, there is at present quite 
a sufficient extent; and it would suffice to clear out the deposit, which at present 
so seriously encumbers the harbour, so as to restore the former depth alon» the 
quays. Ibis, however, would, from the great quantity, be a tedious and com- 
paratively costly work, and be of little or no benefit to the large trawlers; 
furthermore, if not constantly cleansed, it would silt up again, and at best leave 
the harbour exposed. 

24 June 1863. (signed) W. F. 



Mr, Harper, r.n., to Secretary of Commissioners of Public Works. 

Blue Hill Station, 20 June 1863. 

In reply to your letter, dated l/th instaDt., for a return of the number of fishing 
craft belonging to the Port of Bantry, I beg to inform the Board that there are 
about 120 second-class boats fishing with nets and lines belonging to Bantry. 
There are eight first-class from 15 to 40 tons trawling in the bay. ° 

The average number of large vessels visiting the port is about 60 a year, who 
would all derive benefit from a pier, as the present landing place at low water is 
half-a-mile from the town and exposed to north-west winds. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Henry Harper, 

Master, r.n., i.c.o. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, &c. RELATING TO 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Earl of Bantry. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

3 August 1863. 

Piers and Harbours. — Proposed New Pier at Bantry, Co. Cork. 

My Lord, 

I am directed to state that the Board have considered the memorial of pro- 
prietors and occupiers of certain lands in the barony of Bantry with reference to 
the erection of a pier near that town, and have received the report of their 
engineer. The accompanying plans show the work that he considers necessary 
to carry out the requirements of the case. It is but slightly altered from the 
plans prepared by the memorialists. The estimated cost of the work is 4,585 
and the Board are prepared to recommend the Treasury to make a grant of one- 
half of that amount, provided the proprietors and parties locally interested will 
provide the remaining moiety. The Board cannot recommend the Treasury to 
sanction a larger proportion, as they consider that the trading and other interests 
of Bantry are quite as much interested in the construction of this pier as the 
fishing interests, and it is on behalf of these last alone that the Board are 
empowered to recommend a grant. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



The Earl of Bantry to Secretary to Commissioners of Public Works. 

Bantry House, 10 August 1863. 

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 3d instant with reference 
to the proposed new pier at Bantry. I had been obliged to delay answering it 
until it was laid before the Memorialists. They and I were surprised at the high 
estimate of 4,685 l, as the engineer here (who has lately died), and who prepared 
the plans sent from this* estimated it at 2,000 l . ; it would be quite impossible to 
raise the sum required here by local subscriptions. Lord Bantry ventures to 
suggest whether it could not be charged on the district, which would be so 
greatly benefited by the work and the repayment spread over a number of years 
as it really is a work of very great necessity. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Bantry. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to the Earl of Bantry. 

My Lordj Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

pfeaUlIX “} IT vT °/ T L 0 * iuStant ’ 'proposed new 

P at Bantry, I am directed to inform you that under the Act the countv 

brmade' uD a P ?I? nt ? T* 1 * ° r ° ther P ortitm of the ex P e ”se, or it may 
be made up as follows,— by the county at large, by the district benefited and 
by pnvate contribution, or by any one of these ways, ’ and 

The Act referred to points out tile course of proceeding, and I am directed to 
refer you to its provisions in order that you may consider, on the part of the 

pS"ed ftr “ W1 “ ^ PraCtiCaWe t0 ° bta “ aid ia “V of the Tys therSn 

fn? a t he tu r ' DgfUrther fr ° m lhe a PP Ucants Board will, if desired, be prepared 
to take the necessary action on their part, observing, however, that the estimate 

be adopted en S meer > ‘° in your letter of the 10th instant, cannot 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 
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The Earl of Bantry to the Secretary to Commissioners of Public Works. 

Sir > Bantry House, 17 September 1863. 

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 28th of August, which I 
have laid before the Memorialists for the pier here. They and 1° consider the 
expenses of the pier should be made up by the district benefited, and I trust the 
Board will take the necessary steps, according to this proposal. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Bantry. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to the Earl of Bantry. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

My Lord, 21 September 1863. 

I am directed by the Board to request that you will inform them what other 
townlands, besides those of Seafield, Reenrone, Beach, and Bantry, mentioned in 
the memorial, you and the other memorialists consider as comprised within the 
district to be benefited by the proposed pier at Bantry. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



The Earl of Bantry to Secretary to Commissioners of Public Works. 

Sir, Bantry House, 22 September 1863. 

In answer to your letter of the 2 1st instant, I have the honour to inform you 
the memorialists for the pier intended to be built here and I consider the entire 
of the Bantry Union and the Castletown Berehaven Union (except the parish of 
Kilcatherine), are comprised in the district to be benefited by the pier, which 
will be the greatest public advantage, and is so much required. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Bantry. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to the Earl of Bantry. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

My Lord, 18 November 1863. 

I am directed to inform you that the Board, having had under their consider- 
ation the subject of the district upon which your Lordship proposes that half the 
cost of the pier at Bantry should be levied, are of opinion that Bantry and its 
immediate neighbourhood would be much more benefited by the construction of 
the pier than other portions of the district proposed. They think, therefore, that 
there should be as large a local subscription as possible from Bantry, and those 
most interested in the proposed work, so as to lighten the charge intended to be 
levied off the district at large. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



The Earl of Bantry to Secretary to Commissioners of Public Works. 

Bantry House, 15 December 1863. 

Lord Bantry has had the honour to receive Mr. Hornsby’s letter of the 18th 
of November, which he regrets he was unable to answer sooner; and on consult- 
ing with the parties interested, they concurred, to some extent, in the opinions 
of the Board, and they think the distant parts should not be taxed for the pier 
so much as near Bantry, although they must be considerably interested in its 
203 . B erection, 
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CORRESPONDENCE, &c. RELATING TO 



ereciion, having a large trade in tish and other articles with Bantry. It would 
he finite impossible to raise a sufficient su m by subscription here, and we would 
therefore, suggest that one-third of the amount required from us should be 
charged on the barony of Bantry, the remaining two-thirds on the entire proposed 
district, including that barony. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to the Earl of Bantry. 

Office of. Public Works, Dublin, 

My Lord, 23 December 1863. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s letter of the 15th 
instant, and to inform you that the Board are advised that they have not the 
power of apportioning the taxation of the district, for the purpose of the con- 
struction of the pier, in the manner suggested by your Lordship, and that 
whatever rate is imposed upon the district must be a uniform one over the whole 
of it. 

The Board are still of opinion, as mentioned in their letter of- the 18th ultimo, 
that there should be a local subscription, as large as possible, from those most 
interested in the construction of the pier, so as to lighten the charge on the dis- 
trict at large. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) E. Hot'nsby, Secretary. 



Mr. Barrett to Secretary to the Commissioners of Public Works. 

Carriganass, Bantry, 12 January 1864. 
Sir, 

As Chairman of the Presentment Sessions, assembled this day in Bantry, I beg 
to forward you the enclosed resolution, which passed unanimously, and I hope 
for your favourable' consideration of its object. 

I am, &c, 

(signed) John E. Barrett. 



Enclosure in foregoing. 



At a meeting of the magistrates and ratepayers assembled in Road Sessions for the 
barony of Bantry, county Cork, on the 12th day of January 1864, the following resolution 
was proposed by” Wm. Tisdall, Esq., and seconded by R. T. Evanson, Esq 

We desire to express our opinion of the great importance and advantage of the pier 
proposed to be erected in this harbour to the fisheries and commercial interests of a very 
large and extensive district. 

Bantrv is the principal market for the fisheries of a line of coast of about 60 miles, at 
both sides of the Bay, from Sheepshead to the Dursey Island, and the districts within 
those points also receive large supplies of food and other imports from it. 

The want of a proper landing-place is severely felt, and adds considerably to the expense 
and risk of those engaged in the fisheries and other trade with Bantry. We there- 
fore trust the Board of Works will give any assistance in its power to this work of great 
necessity. 

That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Board of Works by our Chairman. 



Passed unanimously. 



(signed) J. E. Barnett, Chairman. 



Mr. Payne to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Public Works. 

Beach, Bantry, County Cork, 

Sir, 14 January 1864. 

I beg to enclose a copy of a resolution passed at the Presentment Sessions 
for barony of Bere on the 13th instant. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) J. W. Payne. 
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Enclosure in foregoing. 

At the Presentment Sessions for the barony of Bere, county of Cork held on 
the 13th day of January 1864, the following resolution was passed unanimously i 

That having seen the resolution passed at the Road Sessions for Bantry, on the 12th 
instant, we fully concur in the statements made in it of the necessity for the proposed pier 
in Bantry, and the great advantage it would be, not only to Bantry, but also to this 
district. 

That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Board of Works. 

(signed) J. If. Payne, j. p., 

13th January 1864. Chairman. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Barrett. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, 15 January 1864. 

I am directed by the Board to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
12th instant, enclosing a resolution passed at the Presentment Sessious at 
Bantry, in favour of a pier in the harbour. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Bayne. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, 18 January 1864. 

I am directed by the Board to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
14th instant, enclosing a copy of the resolution passed at the Presentment 
Sessions, for the barony of Bere, in favour of a pier at Bantry. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hoi'nsby, Secretary. 



The Earl of Bandon to Sir R. Griffith. 

Castle Bernard, 25 January 1864. 

My dear Sir Richard, 

I am anxious to trouble you with a few lines on the subject of the pier at 
Bantry, under consideration of the Board of Works, and to urge the great im- 
portance to the west of the county if it could be granted. I understand the 
Board propose to grant a moiety, about 2,300 l., and that the other is to be 
levied on the barony of Bantry, but the people on the spot wish it to be levied 
on Bere barony also, and that barony has, I understand, no objection. The Board 
have asked for private subscriptions, but I do not think it is a case in which they 
can be given, or indeed can be expected. 

I ‘have no property in either barony, so 1 have less delicacy in troubling you. 

Believe me, &c. 
(signed) Bandon. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Earl of Bandon, 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

My Lord, 29 January 1864. 

In reference to your letter of the 25th instant to Sir Richard Griffith, I am 
directed by the Board to inform you that they have been for some time in 
correspondence with Lord Bantry and Mr. Young, of Bantry, on the subject of 
203. b 2 the 
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the proposed pier, and that the Board are of opinion that as Bantry, its traders, 
and immediate neighbourhood, would be much more benefited by the construc- 
tion of the pier than the more remote districts, it would be most unfair that 
those remote districts should be charged as heavily as Bantry, and they are ad- 
vised that they cannot apportion the taxation, but that whatever rate is levied 
must be uniform over the entire district. The Board, therefore, think that there 
should be a local subscription from those most interested in the construction of 
the pier to the amount of 500 l., and that the balance of the moiety of half its 
cost should be levied off the baronies of Bantry and Bere. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) JE. Hornsby, Secretary. 



The Earl of Bantry to Sir R. Griffith. 

Bantry House, 1 February 1864. 

Lord Bantry presents his compliments to Sir Richard Griffith, and begs to 
inform him he has just received a letter from Lord Bandon, saying the Board of 
Works required 500 /. subscriptions, which would be quite out of the question 
here. 

It would be a great object generally to the entire districts of Bere and Bantry, 
and, therefore, the fair way to pay for it would be by taxation, and, if possible, 
tolls, as the greater portion of Bere is Lord Bantry ’s estate. He thinks it should 
be taxed for it, and therefore ventures to call Sir Richard Griffith’s attention to 
the pier. 



The Earl of Bandon to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Public Works. 

Sir, Castle Bernard, 2 February' 1864. 

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter on the subject of the pier pro- 
posed to be erected at Bantry. I would venture to represent to the Board that 
there are no persons of property or engaged in trade at Bantry who can be ex- 
pected to subscribe 500 1. That the pier at Bantry will probably be of more 
benefit to Bere than Bantry, as it is likely to lead to a steam communication 
between Berehaven and Bantry, and to the produce of Bere being landed at the 
pier. I hope that the public generally of the west of the county will not be 
deprived of the advantage of the pier by the Board insisting on these conditions. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Bandon. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Earl of Bantry. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

My Lord, 8 February 1864. 

I am directed to inform you that the Board must postpone the further con- 
sideration of the subject of the proposed pier at Bantry until they have received 
reports on applications which they have received from other parts of Ireland for 
grants in aid of fishery piers. 

The balance remaining available for such grants is very small, and will probably 
not be nearly sufficient to meet all the applications ; the Board must, therefore, 
consider which of the grants applied for are most required. The Board are still 
of opinion that there should have been a subscription from the merchants of 
Bantry and those most interested in the proposed pier ; but, as your Lordship 
assures them that you do not believe such a subscription could be had, the Board 
will, if they find on inquiry into all the applications before them that there are 
sufficient funds available, recommend the Treasury to sanction a grant of one- 
half the estimated cost of the pier, and a loan of the remaining half, to be charged 
on the baronies of Bantry and Bere, as proposed by your Lordship. As soon as 
the Board have considered the applications before referred to, they will com- 
municate again with your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) JE. Hornsby, Secretary, 
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The Commissioners of Public Works to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, _ 12 March 1864. 

I am directed to state, far the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury, that a memorial has been received from Lord Bantry 
and a number of persons interested in Bantry and the surrounding districts, 
bringing before the Board the necessity which exists for the construction of a 
fishery pier at Bantry, and requesting their aid in the matter. The Board 
caused a local inspection and inquiry to be made by their engineer and the 
Inspecting Commissioner of Fisheries, both of whom report most favourably of 
the project, as one that would not only be of great advantage to the town and 
neighbourhood of Bantry, but to the fishery of the entire bay, which, if properly 
developed, would be one of the most productive in the country, Bantry itself 
being the chief mart to which the fish is brought. The estimated cost of the 
work is 4,600 1. Considering the benefits that would be conferred on the fishery 
interests by the construction of the proposed pier, and that it is a work in 
furtherance of the objects contemplated under the Acts for aiding in the forma- 
tion of piers and harbours, and for the encouragement of the coast fishery, Acts 
9 Viet. c. 3, and 10 & 11 Viet. c. 75, the Board beg to recommend to their 
Lordships to sanction a grant of 2,300 L, being one-half of the estimated cost 
of the work, from the funds available under the Acts before-mentioned, of which 
funds there is still an available balance of upwards of 9,000 L, and they recom- 
mend that the remaining half, which is to be assessed on the district comprising 
the barony of Bantry and the greater portion of the barony of Bere, to be 
advanced by way of loan from the General Loan Fund for Public Works. 

, I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby , Secretary. 



The Secretary to the Treasury to the Commissioners of Public Works. 
(4072—16—3.) 

Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 17 March 1864. 

In reply to your letter of the 13th iustant, respecting the construction of a 
fishery pier at Bantry, I am desired by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury to authorise the grant of 2,300 1, one-half of the estimated cost of the 
work, from the funds available under the Acts 9 Viet. c. 3, and 10 & 1 1 Viet, 
c. 75 ; and my Lords also sanction thp remaining half, which is? to be assessed 
on the district comprising the barony of Bantry and the greater portion of the 
barony of Bere. being advanced by way of loan from the General Loan Fund for 

Public Works. _ . 

1 am, &c. 

(signed) F Peel. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

6 April 1864. 

I am directed by the Commissioners of Public Works to forward the enclosed 
copies of the plans’ for a proposed new pier at Bantry, in the county of Cork, and 
to state, for the information of the Lords of the Admiralty, that on full inquiry 
the Board are satisfied that the proposed pier, winch has been applied for by a 
memorial from the Earl of Bantry and other proprietors and l oooapwrr . of km* 
in the barony of Bantry, will be of much value in developing the fishenes and 
industry of a’ large tract of country, and that its construction has been approved 
of by resolutions passed unanimously at presentment sessions for the 
203. B 3 
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Bantry and Bere, upon which it is proposed to assess half the estimated cost of 
the work. The Board, therefore, beg to submit the proposed work for the con- 
sent of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, in pursuance of the 85th 
section of the Act 9 Viet. c. 3. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



The Lords of the Admiralty to the Secretary to the Commissioners of 
Public Works. 

Sir, Admiralty, S.W., 8 April 1864- 

I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, on the subject of a new pier 
at Bantry, in the county of Cork, and to request you will state to the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works that, under “The Harbours Transfer Act, 1862,’' the 
jurisdiction with respect to tidal and navigable waters, hitherto vested in the 
Admiralty, was transferred to the Board of Trade on the 1st January 1863. 

Your communication has, therefore, been transmitted to that department, to 
which all further correspondence must be addressed. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) W. G. Romaine. 



The Lords of the Committee of the Privy Council for Trade to the Secretary 
to the Commissioners of Public Works. 

(H. 853.) 

q. Board of Trade, Whitehall, 

r r , , , 13 -^P 1 ^ 1864 - 

I am directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, accompanied by plans 
of a pier which the Earl of Bantry and others propose to construct in the harbour 
of Bantry, and requesting the approval of this Board thereto. 

In rfPly. } am to acquaint you that on a duplicate set of the plans bein°- 
forwarded, the assent of my Lords will be given in the usual way. 

I am. &c 

(signed) James Booth. 



The Commissioners of Public \ 
(H. 853.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the 13th 
forward a duplicate set of the plans of 
harbour of Bantry, for the approval ol 
Council for Trade. 



^ orks to Secretary Board of Trade. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

26 April 1864. 

instant, I am directed by the Board to 
a pier proposed to be constructed in the 
the Lords of the Committee of Privy 



I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby , Secretary. 



The Board of Trade to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Public Works 
(H. 853.) 

Si rj Board of Trade, Whitehall, 

Referring to your application of the 6th April for the^oHnifof «, o 
of Trade to the construction of a pier in Bantry Bav by the Farl of 
other propnetors and occupiers of lands in the vicinity, 1 am di'rected to Ssmh 
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to you the accompanying duplicate plan of the proposed works, upon which the 
formal assent of the Board of Trade has been indorsed, as your authority, so far 
as the jurisdiction of the Board is concerned, for proceeding with the works. 

It is requested that the Inspecting Commander of the Coastguard, or other 
person authorised by the Board of Trade, may be permitted to inspect the plan 
and works, whenever he may deem it necessary to do so. for the conservation of 
the navigation and the protection of the public. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) James Booth. 



The Commissioners of Woods, &c., to Secretary to Commissioners of Public 
Works. 



(1053.) 



Office of Woods, &c., S. W., 

Sir, 5 May 1864. 

I am informed that the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade 
have sanctioned the application of the Board of Public Works, on the part of the 
Earl of Bantry and other owners and occupiers of land in the barony of Bantry, 
for permission to construct a pier at Bantry, as shown on a plan in your posses- 
sion, upon which the formal assent of their Lordships has been indorsed. 

I have to request that I may be furnished with an exact copy of the plan in 
question, in order to ascertain whether any foreshore rights of the Crown will he 
affected by the execution of the proposed works. 

I am, &e. 

(signed) James K. Howard. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Commissioners of Woods, &c. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, 13 May 1864. 

In compliance with the request conveyed in your letter of the 5th instant, I 
send herewith an Ordnance sheet on which is shown the proposed new pier at 
Bantry, in the county of Cork. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, 

Secretary. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Secretary to the Treasury. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
Sir, 19 May 1864. 

I am directed by the Commissioners of Public Works to state, for the informa- 
tion of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, with reference to 
their Lordships’ letter of the 1 7th. March last, sanctioning the loan of half the 
cost of the proposed pier at Bantry being assessed on the district comprising the 
barony of Bantry and the greater portion of the barony Bere, that it will be 
necessary to fix the time within which such loan is to be repaid ; and as the Act of 
16 & 17 Viet., c. 136, which makes the repayment an imperative presentment, 
does not include interest, the Board beg to recommend their Lordships to sanc- 
tion the repayment of the loan in six years, by 12 equal half-yearly instalments. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, 

Secretary. 



203. 
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The Commissioners of Woods, &c., to Secretary to Commissioners of Public 
Works. 

(1159.) Office of Woods, &c., S. W., 

Sir, 25 May 1864. 

I have received your letter of 1 3th instant with Sheet No. 1 1 8 of the Ordnance 
Survey of the county of Cork, and assuming that the site of the proposed pier at 
Bantry as shown therein is that upon which its construction has been sanctioned 
by the Board of Trade, I have to acquaint you that I shall be prepared to make 
a grant of the Crown’s rights in the soil upon which the pier will stand, in con- 
sideration of the sum of 26 1. 10 s. 

The conveyance will be prepared by the solicitors to this Department without 
further charge to the promoters of the work, and will be subject to such clauses 
as are usually inserted in deeds of a like nature, and it will be open to them to 
accept or reject this offer for one month from its date. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) James K. Howard. 



The Secretary to Treasury to Commissioners of Public Works. 

(7908-23—5.) 

Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 25 May 1864. 

With reference to your Report of 19th instant, I am commanded by the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint you that they approve of 
the proposal that the loan sanctioned by this Board on 17th March last, of half 
the cost of the proposed pier at Bantry should be repaid in six years, by 12 
equal half-yearly instalments. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) F. Feel. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Earl of Bantry. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

My L° rd > 28 May 1864. 

I am directed to. send you the annexed copy of a letter from the Commissioners 
of Woods, &c. stating that they will be prepared to make a grant of the Crown’s 
rights in the soil upon which the above pier will stand, in consideration of the 
sum of 26 l. 10 s . ; and I am to state that this sum must be included as part of 
the proposed expenses in connection with the pier. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Earl of Bantry. 



, , , . Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

t . 14 June 1864. 

1 am directed to inquire where you would recommend the Board to lod°-e the 
provisional declaration and plan and specification relative to Bantry Pier for 
public inspection, as required by the Act of Parliament. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby , Secretary. 
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The Earl of Bantry to Secretary to Commissioners of Public Works. 

Thomas’s Hotel, Berkeley-square, 
Sir. 15 June 1884. 

I have had the honor to receive your letter, and regret I could not answer it 
sooner, as it was forwarded to Ireland, &c., and shall be obliged to know, for 
the information of the persons interested in the pier, if the 28 1 . 10 s. is to be 
nclnded in the charge on the district. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Bantry. 



The Earl of Bantry to Secretary to Commissioners of Public Works. 

Thomas’s Hotel, Berkeley-square, 

17 June 1864. 

Lord Bantry has had the honour to receive Mr. Hornsby’s letter of the 14th 
instant, and should suppose the Court-house Keeper at Bantry would be a 
proper person to lodge the plans of the pier with, so that they should be open 
to public inspection. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Earl of Bantry. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

My Lord, _ 18 June 1864. 

I am directed by the Board to inform you, in reply to your Lordship’s letter 
of the 15th instant, that the estimate for the work does not include the sum of 
26 L. 10 s. for a grant of the Crown’s rights ; and that it is expected the amount 
required by the Woods and Forests will be made up by the promoters. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby , Secretary. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to their Solicitor. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Memorandum. 11 July 1864. 

The solicitor is requested to have the provisional declaration prepared for this 
pier. 

The draft is sent herewith, together with two copies of the plan and 
specification. 

Copy of declaration to be lodged with the Court-house Keeper at Bantry ; 
and the notices may be sent to the inspecting chief officer, Blue-hill, Bantry, to 
be posted. 

By order, 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Earl of Bantry. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

My Lord, 3 August 1864. 

I am directed by the Commissioners of Public Works to request your Lordship 
to inform them of the name and address of some person, who would serve or 
post the notices of the deposit of the provisional declaration. The person named 
should know the usual places for posting grand jury notices in the baronies of 
Bantry and Bere. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, 

Secretary. 



20 3 . C 
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The Earl of Bantry to Secretary to Commissioners of Public Works. 

Sir, Bantry House, 4 August 1864. 

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 3d instant, and in answer 
to the inquiries of the Commissioners of Public Works, hasten to inform them, 
I understand Michael Linehan, of Bantry, is a proper person to receive the 
notices for the barony of Bantry; and William Murphy, of Leitrim, Adrigole, 
Bantry, for the barony of Bere ; as the distances are so great, two persons would 
be less expensive ; and I have the honour to be 

Yours, &c. 

(signed) Bantry. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Court-house Keeper, Bantry. 

Office of Public. Works, Dublin, 

Memorandum. 10 August 1864. 

The Court-house keeper at Bantry is requested to take charge of the enclosed 
copy of the provisional declaration, plan, and specification for the proposed pier 
at Bantry. These documents are to be kept open for public inspection at all 
reasonable times. 

I inclose a receipt to be signed by you, and returned to this office. The 
postage need not be paid. 

By Order, 

(signed) E. Hornsby, 

Secretary. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Michael Linehan. 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, 8 September 1864. 

I send herewith two sets of notices relative to Bantry Pier, and I am to re- 
quest that you will post them at once in the usual places for posting grand jury 
notices in the barony of Bantry. You will please write on the back of one of 
each set the names of the places and dates of posting, and forward the notices 
thus indorsed to this office. 

By Order, 

(signed) E. Hornsby, 

Secretary 



Enclosure 1, in foregoing. 
Board of Public Works. 



9 Viet. c. 3 , 10 & 11 Viet. c. 75, and 16 & 17 Viet c. 136. 



Pier at Bantry, in the County of Cork. 

Notice is hereby given, that the Commissioners, acting in execution of an Act made and 
passed in the 9th year of the Reign of Her present Majesty, intituled “ An Act to encourage 
the Sea Fisheries of Ireland, by promoting and aiding with' grants of Public Money the con- 
struction of Piers, Harbours, and other Works,” and the Act made and passed in the 10th 
and llili years of the Reign ol Her Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for the further improvement 
of the Fishery, Piers, and Harbours of Ireland,” and also wiih reference to an Act of 16th 
und 17th years of the reign of Her said Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for enabling Grand 
Juries to borrow Money from private sources on the security of Presentment, and for trans- 
ferring to Counties certain Works constructed wholly or in part with public money,” have 
made a provisional declaration, previously to the erection of a pier at Bantry, in the county 
of Cork, and a copy of such declaration, together with the necessary plans, sections, and 
estimates, has been deposited with the Court-house keeper, at the Court-house, Bantry, in 
the county of Cork aforesaid, for public inspection, and all parties interested are hereby re- 
quired, on or before the 1st day of October next, to transmit to the Secretary of lhe said 
Commissioners their objections, if any, in writing, to the said declaration, maps, plans, sections, 
and estimates, and all other objections which such parties shall think fit to make, with re- 
spect to anything proposed to be done by the said Commissioners under the provisions of the 
said Acts, in respect of said proposed pier. 



By Order of the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland, 

Edward Hornsby. 

Dated at the Office of Public Works, Secretary. 

Custom House, Dublin, 

3 September 1864. 
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Enclosure 2, in foregoing. 

Board of Public Works. 

9 Viet c. 3, 10 & 11 Viet. c. 75, and 16 & 17 Viet. c. 136. 

Pier at Bantry, in the County of Cork. 

Notice is hereby given, that the Commissioners of Public Works, having made a pro- 
visional declaration, previously to the erection of a pier at Bantry, in the County of Cork, 
hereby call a meeting, to he held at the Court-house, Bantry, at the hour of 12 o’clock 
noon, on Tuesday, the 18th day of October 1864, of the ratepayers, who (under an Act of 
the 1st and 2d years of Her Majesty, intituled , <l An Act for the more effectual Relief of 
the Destitute Poor in Ireland,” and any Act amending the same,) have been rated under the 
last rate in respect of property within ihe district, comprising the entire of the lands included 
in the barony of Bantry, in the county of Cork ; also the entire of the lands in the parishes 
of Kilcaskan, Kiliaconenagh, and Kilnamanagh, in the barony of Bere, in the said county 
of Cork, for tbe purpose of declaring their approval of or dissent from the proposed works. 

By Order of the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland, 

Edward Hornsby, 

Dated at tbe Office of Public Works, Secretary. 

Custom House, Dublin, 

5 September 1864. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to the Clerk of the Union, Castletown. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, 8 October 1864. 

The Commissioners of Public Works having fixed that a meeting of the rate- 
payers, who, under the laws for the relief of the destitute poor in Ireland, have 
been rated under the last rate in respect of property within the district, com- 
prising the entire of the lands included in the barony of Bantry, in tbe county 
of Cork ; also the entire of the lands in the parishes of Kilcaskan, Kiliaconenagh, 
and Kilnamanagh, in the barony of Bere, in the said county of Cork, for the 
purpose of such ratepayers declaring their approval of or dissent from the erec- 
tion of a pier at Bantry, I am desired to request that tlie guardians of the Cas- 
tletown Union will allow their clerk or other officer to attend at such meeting 
on Tuesday the 18th, with the rate-hooks, showing the ratepayers last rated. 

The Board will be prepared to pay the reasonable and proper charges on the 
occasion. 

An early reply will oblige. 

I am, &c. x 

(signed) IV. S. Stack, 

Pro Secretary. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Clerk of Union, Bantry. 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

gj r> ' 8 October 1864. 

The Commissioners of Public Works having fixed that a meeting of the rate- 
pavers, who, under the laws for the relief of the destitute poor in Ireland, have 
been rated under the last rate in respect of property within the district, com- 
prising the entire of the lands included in the barony of Bantry, in the county of 
Cork; also the entire of the lands in the parishes of Kilcaskan, Kiliaconenagh, 
and Kilnamanagh, in the barony of Bere, in the said county of Cork, for the 
purpose of such ratepayers declaring their approval of or dissent front tbe erec- 
tion of a pier at Bantry. I am desired to request that the guardians of the 
Bantry Union will allow their clerk or other officer to attend at such meeting, 
on Tuesday the 18th, with the rate-books, showing the ratepayers last rated. 

The Board will be prepared to pay the reasonable and proper charges on the 



occasion. 

An early reply will oblige. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) W. S. Stack, 

Pro Secretary. 
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The Commissioners of Public Works to Earl of Bantry. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

My Lord, 10 October 1864. 

I am directed by the Board to send the enclosed copy of a letter to the clerks 
of the Bantry and Castletown Unions, and to request your Lordship will be good 
enough to see that an officer of these unions shall attend with the proper docu- 
ments on the day of the meeting. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W S. Stack, 

Pro Secretary. 



The Earl of Bantry to Commissioners of Public Works. 

Bantry House, October 1864. 

Lord Bantry has had the honour to receive Mr. Stack’s letter; and has given 
directions that the clerks of the Bantry and Castletown Unions should be in 
attendance at the meeting on the 3 8th instant. 

W. Stack, Esq. 



The Clerk of Union, Bantry, to Secretary to Commissioners of Public Works. 

Bantry Union, Clerk’s Office, 

Sir, 13 October 1864. 

I am directed by the Guardians of this Union to inform you, in reply to 
your letter, dated 8th October, that I will attend with the rate books, at the 
meeting of the ratepayers to be holden at the Court-House, Bantry, on Tuesday 
18thinstant. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) IVilliam Gannin, 

Clerk of Union. 



The Clerk of Union, Caetletown, to Secretary to Commissioners of 
Public Works. 

Sir* Castletown Union, 13 October 1864. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, respecting 
the pier at Bantry, and requesting that the Guardians of this Union would allow 
their clerk or other officer to attend a meeting in Bantry on the 18th instant, with 
the rate-books, showing the ratepayers last rated. 

In reply, I am directed to inform you that the Board of Guardians of this 
Union, comprising the greater part of the barony of Bere, dissent from the erec- 
tion of a pier at Bantry as being of no possible utility to this barony, and they 
have no objection to my attendance with the rate-books at the meeting of the 
18th as requested, and on the conditions of your paying the charges of such 
attendance. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) R. Harrington , 

Clerk of Union. 



Resolution of Board of Guardians, Castletown. 

Copy of Resolution of the Board of Guardians of the Castletown Union at a 
Meeting on the 13th October 1864. 

Resolved unanimously, That this Board entirely disapprove of the erection of 
the new pier at Bantry. The Guardians authorise the Clerk of the Union to 
present their objection before the meeting in Bantry on the 18th instant. 

(signed) H. L. Puxley, Chairman. 

T. R. Harrington , Clerk of Union. 
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Objection of certain Ratepayers — Barony of Bere. 

The following ratepayers of the barony of Bere object to the erection of the 
proposed New Pier at Bantry, as they consider that that work will be of no 
possible utility to the barony of Bere. 

Henry L. Puxley , j.p., for the Board of Guardians. 
Wm. Gillman, Cametringane. 

Tho. Hungerford, Killaconenagh. 

R. Ormston Hayes , M.D., Castletowu. 

Timothy Harrington , Castletown. 

P. A. Armstrong, j.p., County Cork. 



The Secretary to Commissioners of Public Works, to Clerk of Union, Castletown 
Bantry Pier. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, 13 October 1864. 

Referring to the Board’s letter of the 8th instant, requesting that you would 
have the goodness to attend at the meeting at Bantry on the 18th instant, with 
the rate books of the parishes of Kilcaskan, Killaconenagh, and Kilnamanagh in 
the barony of Bere ; 1 beg to call your attention to the fact that the meeting is 
fixed for 12 o’clock, and to request that you will meet me at the Court-house 
about half an hour before that time. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby , Secretary. 



The Secretary to Commissioners of Public Works, reporting Meeting at Bantry. 

9 Viet. c. 3. sect. 16. 

Si r , Bantry Pier Meeting. 

Agreeably with the Board’s directions, I proceeded to Bantry to hold the meet- 
ing required by the 9th Viet. c. 3. sect. 6., in reference to the proposed pier at 
Bantry, all the preliminary notices and other requirements having been duly 
published and complied with. 

The meeting took place in the Court-house at 12 o’clock on the 18th October, 
and was numerously attended. Amongst those present were, I was informed, 
some of the largest ratepayers of the unions affected, viz. J. W. Payne, j.p., 
ao-ent to Lord Bantry, Major Wilkinson, c.b., Wm. Young, J. E. Barrett, 
Robert Warren, Richard T. Evenson, John Culliron, Esqs. ; and the Rev. 
Mr. Sheehan, p.p., came in during the proceedings. 

On the motion of J. W. Payne, Esq., the meeting unanimously approved of 
the assessment of 2,300 1. on the baronies of Bantry and Bere, to be paid in 12 
half-yearly instalments. „ _ , , , , 

A protest was handed in by the clerk of the union of Castletown, on behalt ot 
the guardians, but no one appearing to sustain the objection, the clerk of the 
Union handing in the document, being a ratepayer and assenting to the project, 
I had no option but to declare the meeting as unanimous, which was received 
with much satisfaction. 

19 October 1864. (signed) £. Hornsby. 

The declaration lodged at Bantry herewith. E. H. 
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Mr. Adams to Secretary to Commissioners of Public Works. 

East Ferry House, Cloyne, County Cork, 
Sir, 24 October 1864. 

As agent to Henry Gavillin Puxley, Esq., of Dunboy Castle, Castletown, Bere- 
fcaven, who is the largest ratepayer in the barony of Bere, I have to protest in 
that gentleman’s name against any sum of money being raised from the barony 
of Bere towards the building of a new quay at Bantry and County of Cork. 

I shall thank you to forward me any paper that might be necessary for me to 
fill up in protesting against this levy upon the barony of Bere. 

There was a unanimous resolution passed by the Castletown Board of Guardians 
against any such levy beiug placed on their barony ; I do not think that any rate- 
payer from the barony of Bere attended the Bantry meeting at which the resolu- 
tion for building this quay was passed, at the cost of 6,000 L. 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) Robert H. Goold Adams. 



Mr. Wright to Secretary to the Commissioners of Public Works, enclosing 
Memorials and Minutes of Meeting. 

Sir, 

As agent to Lord Charles P. P. Clinton I beg to send herewith a memorial 
and minute of proceedings at a public meeting held at Castletown condemnatory 
of the building of the pier at Bantry, and charging a portion of the expenses on 
three parishes in the barony of Bere. May I ask you to hand same to the 
Commissioners of Works, and to draw their attention to the statements therein 
made which can be verified in every particular. I feel deeply interested in this, 
as doing business for an absent nobleman whose tenants are at this moment 
heavily taxed, and afflicted this season with the almost total loss of the potato 
crop. My address is Clonakilty, and any communication from the Commis- 
sioners shall receive my best attention. 

I have, &c. 

8 November 1864. (signed) Thomas R. Wright. 



Enclosure No. 1. 

Resolved that the accompanying Memorial be sent forthwith to the Commissioners of the 
Beard of Public Works. 

Memorial. 

We the undersigned ratepayers of the parishes of Kilcaskan, Killaconeuagh and 
Kilnamanagh, do hereby record our decided objections to the taxation of these parishes in 
the barony of Bere, for the purpose of defraying the expense of a new quay to be erected in 
the town of Bantry. We submit for the consideration of the commissioners that, in our 
opinion, the proposed pier will not be of any benefit whatsoever to the inhabitants of this 
barony, and beg to call their attention to the fact that all, as we believe, of the merchants 
and shopkeepers of this town of Castletown, have signed their names to this memorial in 
confirmation of the above. 

We further state that the small trade which did formerly exist between Castletown and 
Bantry, has for some time ceased to exist, the trade of this town of Castletown being now 
confined to Cork. We also submit that the poor rate and county cess levied on this 
barony, for the last two years, have in some of our electoral divisions amounted to 6 s. and 
even 6 s. 8 d. in the pound, and that this barony is utterly unable to bear any increased 
taxation . 

That the ratepayers of this barouy were quite unable to attend the late meeting iu 
Bantry, which would have laid upon many of their number a journey of fifty miles, ancl on 
s<>me of sixty miles. 

That the notices were not served upon any of the ratepayers in their houses, and that 
the notices, wherever posted, were known only to -a very few; and further these notices did 
not state that it was in the power of the Board of Works to levy any monies off of this 
barony, provided the ratepayers should have neglected to attend the Bantry meeting, and 
that the few ratepayers to whom the matter was known, expected to have had an oppor- 
tunity of opposing the proposed quay at Presentment Sessions. 

. That 
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That the clerk of the Castletown union who did attend at Bantry in obedience to an 
order of the Board of Guardians, passed unanimously, and who was the bearer of a memorial 
numerously signed by the inhabitants of Be rehaven, objecting to the proposed taxation 
was unable to obtain a hearing. That under all the circumstances, were we to derive any 
benefit from the pier in Bantry we would still be of the same opinion; in consequence of not 
including in the area of taxation a large portion of the parishes of Kilerohan, Cahara, the 
former of which carries on an extensive trade with Bantry, in the articles of sand, sea-weed, 
corn, and tli6 hitter is solely supplied with sand and sea-weed from the quay of Bantry. 



Enclosure No. 2. 

At a public meeting held in Castletown on the 4 day of November 1864, the following 
resolutions were passed. 

Proposed by P. A. Armstrong, j.p. seconded by llev. M. Enright, p.p. that H. L. 
Puxley, Esq., do take the chair. 

Passed unanimously. 

Proposed by Rev. J. Halahan that the memorial now read be adopted. Seconded by 
F. Spring, Esq. 



Enclosure No. 8. 

We, the undersigned ratepayers of the parishes of Kilkascan, Killaconenagb, and Ivilne- 
managh, object to the levying of any portion of the expenses of the proposed new quay at 
Bantry off of our parishes in the barony of Bere. 

(signed) Patrick O'Leary, r.c.c. 

John Halahan, Clerk, Rector of Berehaven. 
Michael N. Sullivan, Merchant. 

(And 45 other Signatures.) 



Enclosure No. 4. 



The undersigned ratepavevs protest against the levying of any portion of the expenses of 
the proposed new quay at iBantry, of the barony of Bere. 

(signed) Timothy Harrington. 
Timothy Leary. 

James Leary. 

(And 140 other Signatures.) 



Enclosure No. 5. 



The undersigned protest against the levs ing of any portion of the expenses of the pro- 
posed new quay at Bantry, off the barony of Bere. 

(signed) Jeremiah Leahy. 

Patrick Lovmey. 
Philip Murphy. 
(And 69 other Signatures.) 



Enclosure No. 6. 



Most of the following signatures were 
the parties. 

(signed) 



vritten by Rev. J. Irwin, p.p., at the request of 

James Irwin, p.p. 

John R. Reed ) 

Manager, Berehaven Mines. 

Charles Lewis, 

Medical Officer to the Berehaven Mines. 
William Henry Martin, 

Agent to the Berehaven Mines. 

Richard Puxley, Chief Clerk. 

(And 89 olhar Signatures,) 
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Enclosure No. 7. 

We, the undersigned ratepayers of the parishes of Kilkaskan, Killaconenagh, and Kilna- 
managh, object to the levying of any portion of the expenses of the proposed new pier at 
Bantry off of our parishes in the barony of Bere. 

(signed) Henry L. Pnxley , j.p. 

Chairman of Castletown Board of Guardians. 
William Gillman, Vice Chairman. 

Tlios. Hungerford, Deputy Vice Chairman. 

(And 108 other Signatures.) 



Enclosure No. 8. 

We, the undersigned ratepayers of the parishes of Kilcaskan, Killaconenagh, and Kilna- 
managh, do hereby protest against the levying of any portion of the expenses of the proposed 
new quay at Bantry, off of our parishes in the barony of Bere. 

(signed) Michael Enright, p.p. 

P. A. Armstrong, j.p. 
Francis Spring. 

(And 56 other Signatures.) 



Mr. JVright to Commissioners of Public Works. 

“ Bantry Pier.” 

Gentlemen, Clonakilty, 11 November 1864. 

[ W On last Friday I briefly drew your attention to some of the objections which 
could be urged against charging the parishes of Kilcaskin, Killaconenagh, and 
Kilnamanagh, in the barony of Bere, with a portion of the expenses of building 
the above pier; and on Tuesday last I enclosed to your secretary a memorial 
adopted at a meeting held at Castletown, and numerously signed by the shop- 
keepers of that town and the ratepayers of that district. 

Since then I have made the most careful inquiries as to the posting of the 
notices, and the efforts that were made by the promoters of this project, and I can 
now assert that the ratepayers in the parishes of Bere had not the slightest 
suspicion that Lord Bantry and his agent, Mr. John W. Payne, in their anxiety 
to build a pier at Bantry, intended to do so at the expense of the parishes so remote 
and so impoverished. 

I have reason to know that Mr. Puxley, residing near Castletown, a gentleman 
of high position in this county, never heard of the meeting in Bantry on the 18th 
of October, until the Thursday before it was convened ; and though I had been 
residing in that neighbourhood from the 1st of last August up to the 1st of last 
October, and in daily communication with the tenants on Lord Charles Clinton’s 
estates, purchased by him in the Landed Estates Court from Lord Bantry, yet I 
never heard of the proceedings, or got any intimation of the meeting in Bantry 
until either the 30th of October or 1st of November. 

The activity of the promoters, and the indifference of all others concerned, 
would naturally lead to the inference that all parties had acquiesced in this work; 
but this inference is not so clear, when it is considered how remote are the 
parishes in question, how distant from Bantry, and how ignorant are their in- 
habitants, and how little was the information given on the subject, that even at 
the road sessions, where Mr. Payne’s influence as a magistrate and agent is very 
great, and where very few ratepayers and no magistrates attended but himself, 
and his friend, Mr. Barrett, a resolution was passed, approving of this work, and 
the only explanation given was, that a pier was to be built at Bantry. Even of 
this, I, interested as I am for an absent nobleman, was only informed within the 
last few days, asd-it is probable, if I had been at the road sessions, I too would 
have no objection to the building of a pier at Bantry, never for one moment 
suspecting that a portion of its expenses would have to be defrayed by Bere. 

If you look at the barony of Bere on the map, you will see that Kilcatherine, 
one of the parishes, has been exempt from taxation, though it appears to be as 
near to Bantry as Kilnamanagh. 

I am 
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I am sorry to be obliged to say that the district sought to be taxed for this -work 
is about the poorest in Ireland. The rates are unusually heavy there, as you will 
see by reference to the memorial to which I have already directed your attention ; 
and I believe that they are the only parishes in this county which, in the past 
year, had their potatoes almost completely destroyed by disease. It is, therefore, 
truly hard that under such circumstances Lord Bantry should seek to improve 
the town of Bantry, his property, at the expense of a people so necessitous. I 
beg, therefore, that you will, in mercy to such a people, and in justice to the 
landed proprietors, hold a meeting at Castletown, where you may have an oppor- 
tunity of hearing objections, and seeing with your own eyes the district sought 
to be taxed. 

I am advised that the meeting of the 18th of October, at which your secretary 
presided, was not in strict accordance with 9 Viet. c. 3, s. 14 ; and, as I know 
your object is to act justly, I have again to urge you to hold such a meeting at 
Castletown, as I have suggested, pursuant to the 15ih section of the above Act. 

If you feel that a pier ought to be erected at Bantry, let it be at the expense 
of the town and barony of Bantry ; and if the noble proprietor be interested in 
the improvement of his own town, let him contribute to the erection of the pier. 
But I pray you to consider that the shopkeepers, traders, and clergymen of all 
persuasions in Castletown, which is also the property of Lord Bantry, have 
signed the memorial already submitted to you, objecting to the proposed work. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Thomas R. Wright. 



Mr. Adams to Secretary to the Commissioners of Public Works. 

East Ferry House, Clovne, County Cork, 
Sir, 12 November 1864. 

Not having had any reply to my communication of the 24th of last month, 
with reference to Mr. Puxlev’s protest (through me) against any sum of money 
being raised oft' the barony of Bere, county of Cork, in aid of building a new 
pier at Bantry, I must again call the attention of the Commissioners of Public 
Works to the cruelty and injustice of taxing, for some years to come, the land- 
lords and tenants of Bere, without giving them a full opportunity of canvassing 
the matter and expressing their sentiments ; and I, therefore, most earnestly 
urge that a meeting should be called, at Castletown, Bereliaven, as it is impossible 
to expect that any number of poor people could attend at Bantry, a distance of 
30 miles from Castletown. I would also remark that the valuation of Castle- 
town Union is under 20,000 Z. a year, and that the poor rates are yet very high, 
varying from 1 s. 10 d. to 3$. Id. in the pound; also a very expensive road 
lias been lately made to the mines, and another expensive road is being made 
to the Dursey Island, in consequence of which the county rates have been, as 
I believe, considerably increased ; these circumstances oblige me to again repeat, 
that it is nothing short of injustice and cruelty to add to the taxation of 
this very poor barony without first giving the ratepayers an opportunity of 
voting on the subject, at a place where they might be reasonably, expected to 
attend. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Robert H. Goold Adams. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Earl of Bantry. 

Office of Public "Works, Dublin, 
My Lord, 12 November 1864. 

I am directed to inform your Lordship that, since the meeting lately held at 
Bantry, in reference to the pier proposed to be built there, the Board have, been 
informed that the feeling of the ratepayers of the portion of the barony of Bere 
■which it was proposed to tax, is unanimously opposed to the project, and a 
memorial from them (of which a copy is enclosed) has been sent to the Board, 
203, D bearing 
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bearing upwards of 500 signatures, and strongly objecting to the proposed tax- 
ation of the district for the purpose of this pier ; as it was intended to include 
the greater portions of the barony of Bere i n the area of taxation, owing to the 
Board having been given to understand that the ratepayers of that district were 
in favour of the project and would not object to bear their share of the taxation, 
the board, therefore, before taking any further steps in the matter, think it right 
to submit the subject of this memorial to your Lordship, and would wish to be 
informed of your Lordship’s views on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Wright. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, 15 November 1864. 

The Board have under consideration y 7 our letter of the 11th instant, and 
the memorial from Castletown, Berehaven, relative to the proposed pier at 
Ban try. 

The meeting held on the 18th October was not held under the 14th section 
of the 9th Yict. c. 4, but under the 16ih section, paragraph 2, and was correctly 
held. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby , Secretary. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Adams. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, 16 November 1864. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12 th instant, and to 
state that the Board have at present under their consideration the various com- 
munications, amongst whicli is a memorial from the inhabitants of Bere, received, 
relative to the proposed pier at Ban try. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



Reverend Mr. Sheehan to Secretary to Commissioners of Public Works. 

Sir, Bantry, 19 November 1864. 

I herewith forward a copy of resolutions agreed to at a meeting of rate- 
payers, held in the Court-house of Bantry, at which I had the honour to preside. 
The resolutions address themselves to the various allegations contained in a 
memorial from the ratepayers of Bere, and forwarded from your office to the 
Earl of Bantry. All the formalities required by law having been complied with, 
preliminary to the erection of a pier at Bantry, the protest of the ratepayers of 
Bere ought not to avail, we submit, as it was not made in the manner pointed 
out by the law, namely, by the votes of such ratepayers present at the meeting, 
which was duly advertised. The necessity of a pier at Bantry has been demon- 
strated in a very striking manner during the severe gale which has just visited 
this portion ot the Irish coast. An enterprising Galway shipowner, Mr. Sweeny, 
sent a fleet of smacks here as trawlers ; two of these vessels were driven ashore 
close- to the town; some small boats have been totally lost, having gone to 
pieces on the beach, whilst other casualties are reported, as having been unex- 
pectedly escaped. If there had been a pier at Bantry these boats, large and 
small, would have been riding securely at their moorings, instead of being, as they 
now are, masses of wreck. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) George Sheehan, p. p., 

Chairman. 
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Enclosure in foregoing. 

At a Meeting of the Ratepayers of the Barony of Bantry, held in the Court House, Buntry, 
on Saturday the 19th day of November 1864, — 

Present — in the Chair: 

The Very Reverend George Sheehan , 

The following resolutions were agreed to: — 

That, in reply to the memorial sent from ratepayers of the barony of Bere, we have to 
state, for the information of the Commissioners of Public Works, — 

That the proposed pier in Bantry will be of very great benefit to the districts in Bere 
proposed to be taxed. That a very considerable trade now exists between those districts 
and Bantry, in fish and other commodities, and that the proposed West Cork Railway, 
which will very shortly be open within a few miles of Bantry, will certainly bring the entire 
trade of Bere through this town. 

That Bantry is the market town of a considerable portion of the barony of Bere, and 
the ratepayers from it come there constantly, and could have had no difficulty in attending 
the meeting if they had so wished. 

That notices of the proposed meeting were posted through the entire district, and that 
the object and effect of them were well known is clear from the resolution sent up from the 
Board of Guardians. 

That the clerk of the union who brought it did not produce any memorial from the 
inhabitants of Berehaven ; and he did obtain a hearing, and stated that as a ratepayer of 
Bere he had no objection to the proposed pier. 

That so far from opposing the pier, a resolution in favour of it was passed unanimously 
at a large presentment sessions in Bere, in Jauuary 1864, and which was forwarded to the 
Board of Works. 

The Earl of Bantry, who is himself one of the largest ratepayers in the barony of Bere 
and proprietor of at least twn-thirds of the barony, has been a promoter of the pier. 

That we concur in the opinion that the portions of Carbery mentioned in the memorial 
should have been included in the area of taxation ; they were so in the oiiginal application 
for the pier, and we cannot understand why they were struck out, but it is now too lale to 
remedy this; and we submil that the proper time for making these objections has been 
allowed to pass, and that they should not now have any effect after such a lapse of time, 
and when so much trouble and expense have been incurred. 

Carried unanimously. 

(signed) George Sheehan, p.p., Chairman. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to the Reverend Mr. Sheehan. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, 21 November 1864. 

I am directed by the Hoard to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
19ih instant, enclosing a copy of resolutions agreed to at a meeting of rate- 
payers held in the Court House at Bantry on that day. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) W. S. Stack , pro Secretary. 



Mr. Wright to Commissioners of Public Works. 

Gentlemen, Clonakilty, 24 November 1864. 

As this matter is under your consideration, permit me to draw your attention 
to a circumstance which I heard of -within the last week, and of which you, in 
your official capacity, must have some knowledge. 

In the spring: of 1863, the relief committee of Berehaven made an appli- 
cation to your Board for the erection of a pier at Berehaven. An engineer was 
sent down to report thereon, but such was the state of that district, and so urgent 
the distress, they were obliged to abandon the project. Yet, in 1864, when that 
distress still continues, and is likely to be aggravated by the failure of their 
potato crop, Lord Bantry and his agent endeavour to erect a pier at Bantry, 
some 40 miles distant, at their expense. I beg to apologise for troubling you 
witb this communication. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Thomas R. Wright.. 
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The Earl of Bantry to Secretary to Commissioners of Public Works. 

Bantry House, 26 November 1864. 

Lord Bantry has had the honour to receive Mr. Hornsby’s letter of the 12th 
instant and its enclosure, and was unable to answer it until his agent, Mr. Payne, 
had made further inquiries, and from whom he has just received the enclosed. 

Lord Bantry much regrets the trouble Mr. Hornsby has had ; he distinctly- 
understood that both baronies were in favour of taxation for the purpose of 
building the pier, and, also, that both would greatly benefit by it, but, as it now 
appears, the barony of Bere is opposed to it, he, of course, should not wish it 
to be taxed, his only object being for the advantage of both baronies. But he 
also understood 20 years and not six years was to have been the period of 
taxation. He also thinks Carbery should have been included in the taxation. 



Enclosure in foregoing. 

My dear Lord, Castletown, 25 November 1864. 

I was unable to write sooner, as I wished to see some one on whom I could depend for 
information. I find the feeling here against the taxation for the pier is general ; they do 
not consider it will be of much value to this country, and aie strongly opposed to it. I am 
sorry they did not state their objections sooner. 

I am, &c. 

Earl of Bantry. (signed) J. W. Payne. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Earl of Bantry. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

My Lord, 30 November 1864. 

I am directed to state, in reply to your Lordship’s letter of the 26th instant, 
that the Board wish to he informed whether your Lordship now proposes that 
the taxation for the purposes of the pier should be put altogether on the barony 
of Bantry ; and I am further to state that the reason of six years being fixed as 
the time for repayment is, that no interest is charged on the loan. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby , Secretary. 



The Earl of Bantry to Secretary to Commissioners of Public Works. 

Bantry House, 19 December 1864. 

Lord Bantry has had the honor to receive Mr. Hornsby’s letter, which he 
sent to the ratepayers interested here, and understands they agree with him in 
thinking it would be quite out of the question taxing the baronv of Bantry only 
for the pier, which they believe would benefit nearly as much other parts of the 
country. Lord Bantry is quite as much interested for the barony of Berc as for 
Bantry, and fears, after the strong refusal of the former, that their objections 
would continue ; and he merely suggests for the consideration of the Board, 
before giving up the idea of the pier, whether a meeting would be desirable to be 
held, either at Glengarriffe, or somewhere in the barony of Bere, to reconsider 
the subject for portions of the barony, as he is only anxious for the general cr 00 d 
of the district, to which he believes the pier would be of the greatest possible 
advantage, and the more particularly as the railway is advancing'in this direction 
from Bandon ; but he should be very unwilling to urge taxation unless the barony 
on consideration, saw it was a great advantage to themselves ; and yet he 
thought it right to mention the subject for the consideration of the Board J 
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Reverend Mr. Sheehan to Secretary to Commissioners of Public Works. 

Sir* Bantry, 22 December 1864. 

As Chairman of a meeting of ratepayers held in the Court House here on 
19th ultimo, I had the honour to transmit certain resolutions agreed to then, in 
reference to the projected pier at Bantry. I would ask, as a great favour, to be 
informed whether the Commissioners of Public Works have come to any and 
what determination with regard to the contemplated erection. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) George Sheehan, p. p. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Reverend Mr. Sheehan, 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, 23 December 1864. 

I am directed to inform you, in reply to your letter of the 22d instant, that 
the Commissioners have not come to any determination with regard to the 
■proposed pier at Bantry. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 



Reverend Mr. Sheehan to Secretary to Commissioners of Public Works. 

Sir, Bantry, 29 March 1865. 

On behalf of the inhabitants of this town and neighbourhood, 1 beg respect- 
fully to ask whether the Commissioners of Public Works have arrived at any 
definite determination in reference to the pier proposed to be built in this 
harbour? More than six months have elapsed since the building of this mcst 
needed public work was affirmed by a meeting of ratepayers, assembled by 
authority of the Commissioners, and we think that quite sufficient time has 
■ elapsed to enable those who have authority in the case to arrive at a conclusion. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) George Sheehan, f.p. 



Mr. Payne to Commissioners of Public Works. 

Gentlemen, Beach, Bantry, 16 May 1865. 

I beg to send you, at the other side, a copy of a resolution passed at the 
Presentment Sessions, for the barony of Bantry, on the 12th instant. I trust 
the matter will receive prompt and favourable consideration, as the work is one 
-of necessity, and the present time the favourable season for carrying it on. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) J.W. Payne. 



Enclosure in foregoing. 

That we the magistrates and cesspayers in sessions assembled at Bantry, cannot separate 
without giving expression to our feelings of disappointment at finding that no steps have 
been taken towards commencing the construction of the pier at Bantry, although all the 
preliminaries required by law have been long since complied with. We beg to convey to 
the Commissioners of Public Works our earnest desire that the undertaking may be com- 
menced without further delay. . 

(signed) J. W. Payne, Chairman. 

Court-house, Bantry, 

12 May 1865. 
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The Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Payne. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

g- ]r 22 May 1865. 

In reply to your letter of the 16th instant, with a copy of a resolution passed 
at the Presentment Sessions, for the barony of Bantry, on the 12th instant, I 
am directed to state that Lord Bantry, who was the principal promoter of the 
project, informed the Board, on the 21st November 1864, that the barony of 
Bere being opposed to it, “he should not wish it to be taxed;” and again, on 
the 19th December 1864, his Lordship said, “he should be very unwilling to 
urge taxation unless the barony, on consideration, saw it was a great advantage 
to themselves.” The Board, therefore, took no further steps in the matter, as 
their doing so would have involved this taxation of the barony of Bere against 
the almost unanimous wish of the ratepayers. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby , Secretary. 



Rev. Mr. Sheehan to Under Secretary. 

Inchiclougli House, Bantry, 

Sir, 10 June 1865. 

I have the honour to forward to you, for presentation to his Excellency, the 
accompanying memorial. It. was agreed to at a meeting of the ratepayers of the 
barony of Bantry, held in the Court house, on 7th June 1865, John E. Barrett, 
Esq., j. p., Cariganess Castle, in the Chair. 

A resolution was proposed by the Rev. George Sheehan, p. p., and seconded 
by William Young, Esq., Marine House, to the effect, that a memorial be 
presented to his Excellency, the Lord Lieutenant, setting forth the facts con- 
nected with the projected pier at Bantry, and asking for his Excellency’s 
interference. 

I have, & c. 

(signed) George Sheehan, p. p. 



Enclosure in foregoing. 

To His Excellency John Baron Wodehouse, Lord Lieutenant and Governor General 
of Ireland. 

The Memorial of the Ratepayers of the Barony of Bantry, County Cork, in Public 
Meeting assembled. 

Respectfully showeth, 

That many of your memorialists are engaged in the fisheries of Bantry Bay, others are 
general traders, and all are deeply interested in the commercial advancement of the town of 
Bantry. That great destruction of property in fishing craft, amt serious loss to the trading- 
community, have resulted from the unprotected and dangerous condition of the harbour <Tf 
Bantry, adjoining the town, where there is not a pier to shelter, or otherwise afford any 
accommodation whatever, needed for the loading or unloading of vessels. 

That your memorialists brought this state of their harbour under the notice of the Com- 
missioner!, of Public Works, with the view of obtaining aid towards the erection of a suitable- 
pier. 

Thar, the Commissioners sent their engineer, who made the necessary surveys, supplied 
the ^required plans, and satisfied the Commissioners as to the necessity of the contemplated 

The notices required by law were duly served ; and a meeting held under the preaidence 
of the secretary of the Board of Works, at which terms were agreed to for the repayment 
by annual taxation, levied on the baronies of Bantry and Bere, of the advances to be made’ 
by the Treasury. The proceedings to which your memorialists now refer took place in 
September 1864. Since then no steps have been taken towards the construction of the 
pn r, so much required for the protection of the fishing craft, of your memorialists The 
B'.ard of Woiks being applied to, have answered, that the project of a pier at Bantry was 
abandoned because private influence was brought to bear upon the Commissioners to defeat 
this important public work. Under these circumstances your memorialists pray vour 
Excellency to duect inquiry to be made as to the forego.ng statements, preliminary to 
urging the Board of VVorks to proceed with this most required undertaking 

And your memorialisis will, as in duty bound, ever pray. 

Bantry, 7 June 1865. 
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The Commissioners of Public Works to Under Secretary. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
f 1 July 1865. 

With reference to the memorial of the ratepayers of the baronv of Ban fry, in 
the county of Cork, to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, respecting the riro- 
posed fishery pier at Bantry, referred by you on the 13th ultimo, and returned 
herewith, I am directed by the Commissioners of Public Works to state, for his 
Excellency’s information, that having received a memorial from Lord Bantry and 
other persons, bringing under their notice the necessity for a pier at Bantry. and 
requesting Government aid towards the cost of its construction, the Board caused 
the necessary inquiries to lie marie, and a plan and estimate of the pier to he pre- 
pared. 1 he estimated cost of the pier being 4,600 l, the Board informed Lord 
Bantry that they would be prepared to recommend the Treasury to sanction a 
grant of half that amount, viz., 2,300 /., provided the remaining half was con- 
tributed by the proprietors and others locally interested. 

It was then proposed by Lord Bantry that instead of a local subscription the 
remaining half should be assessed on the baronies of Bantry and Bere ; but the 
Board feeling that the town and traders of Bantry would be benefited much more 
by the construction of this pier than the more remote districts surrounding the 
Bay, strongly urged upon Lord Bantry that Bantry and its immediate neighbour- 
hood should contribute by a local subscription to the cost of the work, so as to 
lighten the charge on the more remote districts. A long correspondence fol- 
lowed on this subject, but it finally appeared that the people of Bantry were 
either unable or unwilling to subscribe; and the Board agreed to recommend the 
Treasury to sanction a grant of 2,300/. and a loan of the remaining 2,300/., 
■which loan was to be repaid by 12 equal half-yearly instalments, raised by assess- 
ment on the baronies of' Bantry and Bere, the Board having been led to believe 
that the ratepayers of the barony of Bere were in favour of the project and ready 
to bear their share of the taxation. With this recommendation the Treasury 
complied, and all the necessary preliminary steps were taken, and a meeting held 
at Bantry, in pursuance of notices posted in Bantry and Bere, on the 18th 
October 1864, for the purpose of taking the assents and dissents of the rate- 
payers to the proposed taxation. The ratepayers of the barony of Bantry present 
at the meeting unanimously assented, but the ratepayers of the barony of Bere 
did not attend the meeting, and shortly afterwards a memorial was forwarded to 
the Board, signed by upwards of 500 of them, objecting in the strongest terms 
to their being taxed for a pier at Bantry, and praying that the Board would not 
inflict such an injustice upon them ; and on making further inquiry, the Board 
found that the ratepayers of Bere were almost, if not altogether, unanimous iu 
their objection to the project. The Board then wrote to Lord Bantry, who had 
been the chief promoter of' the project, and with whom all the correspondence on 
the subject had taken place, stating these facts and reminding him that they had 
been led to believe that the ratepayers of Bere were willing to bear their share of 
the taxation, and requesting his Lordship to favour them with his views under 
the circumstances which had arisen. His Lordship replied that, as the barony of 
Bere was opposed to the project, he did not wish it to be taxed. The Board 
under these circumstances thought the best course was to take no further steps 
in the matter at present, in the hope that the people of Bantry, who are most 
interested in the construction of the pier, may propose some new arrangement, 
either by raising a local subscription, as the Board always thought they should 
have done, or by altering the proposed area of taxation, so as to render it unneces- 
sary to tax the people of Bere for the construction of this work against their 
unanimous wish. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby , Secretary. 
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The Commissioners of Woods, &c., to Secretary to Commissioners of Public 
Works. 

Office of Woods, &c., Whitehall Place, London, S. W., 
Sir, 13 July 1865. 

I have to refer to my letter to you of 25 th May 1864, in which you were informed 
of the terms upon which I was prepared to make a grant to the Commissioners 
of Public Works of a site of a pier they proposed to erect on the foreshore at 
Bantry, in the county of Cork. 

I have to request, that 1 may be informed whether there is an intention to- 
proceed with the project. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) James K. Howard. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Commissioners of Woods, &c. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, _ 9 August 1865. 

I am directed to inform you, in rdply to your letter of the 13th ultimo, that 
the Board are not able at present to state whether the project of a pier at Bantry, 
in the county of Cork, will be proceeded with or not. When they are, they will 
again communicate. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby , Secretary. 



Mr. Payne to Secretary to Commissioners of Public Works. 

Sir, Beach, Bantry, 11 September 1865. 

I have been requested to send you the enclosed copy of a resolution passed at 
a meeting held here in reference to pier applied for, and beg to express a hope 
that, if in their power, it will receive the favourable consideration of the Board. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) J. W. Payne. 



Enclosure in foregoing. 

Resolution passed at a Meeting of the Ratepayers of the Barony of Bantry, 
held in Bantry, on 31 August 1865. 

That as it appears from the Report of the Committee of the House of Commons that a 
very large sum of money, over 1 50,000 1, has lately become available to the Board of Works 
tor the purposes of piers and harbours in Ireland, and as there are few works of that nature- 
more important than the pier which has been applied for in this Bay, we trust the Board 
will grant the largest amount allowed by law, as any sum in aid from local taxation must 
now, in consequence of the late decision of the Board, be raised off the very small area of the 
barony of Bantry. J 

(signed) J. W. Payne , Chairman. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Mr. Payne. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

13 September 1865. 

With reference to your letter of the 1 1th instant, and the resolution it con- 
veyed, asking for a grant out of a large sum (over 150,000 1), lately become- 
available to this Board for the purposes of piers and harbours in Ireland, I am 
directed to inform you that there is no such fund in existence as that referred 
to in the resolution. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 
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Rev. Mr. Sheehan to Secretary to Commissioners of Public Works. 
gj r Inchiclough House, Gantry, 

1 forVard herewith for presentation to the Commissfonerfof^bhc' Works 
a memorial on the subject of the long debated Bantry Pier. The document has 
been signed by some ot the largest ratepayers and most influential residents of 

the barony of Bantry. You will be good enough to forward the Commissioners’ 
answer to my address. ^umuiiaaiuuers 

I have, &c. 

(signed) George Sheehan, p. p. 



Enclosure in foregoing. 

To the Commissioners of Public Works, Ireland. 

The Memorial of the undersigned Ratepayers of the Barony of Bantry, County Cork, 
Respectfully showeth, 

BaI"y T ' V ° Ur " era0, ' ialislS are vei T nlucl1 ^‘“ested in the improvement of the harbour of 

That this harbour, for which nature has done so much, is wholly unprovided with any 
much aLe> whe ‘ eby 1 ,e fis " er >' and shipping interests of this harbour are very 

That your memoiialists have, as you are aware, made repeated efforts to supply a want, 
admittedly so great; such efforts have however, been unlortnnately, up to the present 
defeated by the opposition of those likely to be taxed for repayment of advances for the 
construction of such pier. Your memoiialisls now respectfully urge upon your Board to 
exercise ihe power, vested in yon by 9 Viet c. 3, and grant, as you are empowered to do 
by the 4th section, three-quarters of the whole sum required ; and your memorialists under- 
take that the remaining fourth shall be repaid by rates levied on the barony of Bantrv alone 
Your memorialists submit that their apphcaiion for the largest amount of aid which you are 
by law enabled to grant, is most reasonable, taking into account that an endeavour to levy 
a larger proportion in repayment of advances by taxing a more extended area, has been set 
aside by your authority ; and considering likewise the low figure at which the valuation of 
this barony stands, it being only 13,967 l. 15 s. Trusting that your Board will see the 
necessity of adopting the course now suggested (the only feasible project as it appears) and 
thereby provide the supply of a great public want, 



Your memorialists will, as in duty bound, pray. 

(signed) John Warren Payne , j. p. 
Wm. Young. 

I'hos. T. Curtayne. 

JRichd. Vickery. 

Michl CulUnane 
M. W. Henegan. 



John Murphy. 
Patrick AicSwiney. 
John Cu/liuane. 
Cot*. O'Leary. 
George Sheehan, p.p. 



The Commissioners of Public Works to Rev. Mr. Sheehan. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
i 1 November 1865. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of the memorial of some of the rate- 
payers of the barony of Bantry, forwarded with your letter of the 25th ultimo, 
and to state that the small balance of the funds applicable to fishery piers has 
already been allocated, so that there is no fund available from which the Board 
could recommend the Treasury to increase the grant already sanctioned in aid 
of the construction of a pier at Bantry. Should Parliament make a further grant 
in aid of fishery piers in Ireland, the Board will be prepared to reconsider the 
case of Bantry, but they certainly would not be prepared to recommend an 
increase of the grant towards the pier there to the extent sought for by the 
memorialists ; for, under the arrangement originally proposed, the barony of Bantry 
would have had to pay a much larger part of the cost of the proposed pier than 
the barony of Bere. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 
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The Ratepayers of Bere to the Commissioners of Public Works. 

To the Commissioners of Public Works. 

We the undersigned ratepayers of the barony of Bere having heard that fresh 
attempts have been made by interested parties at Bantry, to oblige the barony 
of Bere to join •with the barony of Bantry in the payment of the expenses of the 
proposed new pier at Bantry, beg to submit that the barony of Bere is in no 
way interested in the transaction, as the trade between Bantry and Berehaven 
is almost nil. While we have no objection at all to the barony of Bantry volun- 
tarily taxing itself for the building of a pier in the town of Bantry, we are con- 
fident that you will be no parties to any transaction intended to force taxation 
upon this poor barony of Bere, for a work at a great distance off from us, and 
that can be of no advantage to this barony of Bere. 

(signed) P. A. Armstrong, j. p., County Cork. 

MicliL. O’Rielly, p. p., Kilcatherine. 

James Irwin. 

And 439 other Signatures. 
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